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Bethel Family Resource Center Receives $3 Million Grant 
Federal Program, YouthBuild USA Inc, Awards Grant for First Time in Chicago Heights

Chicago Heights, Ill. (April 22, 2018) – Bethel Family Resource Center (BFRC) was awarded 
the YouthBuild USA Inc. grant to reach participants ages 16-24. For the next three years BFRC 
will train 52 youth, split into two cohorts, a variety of construction-based skills. The first 
YouthBuild USA grant to be funded in the area; this award provides at risk youth the opportunity
to put their lives back on track. 

BFRC promises to train 52 students to renovate one apartment complex of affordable housing for
low-income families or homeless individuals. Through a multi-disciplinary strategy, with 
multiple cognitive, behavioral and treatment approaches, youth will receive responsive 
programming to assist them in achieving positive outcomes — to include educational and 
vocational credentials — e.g., NCCER Core and OSHA 30. 

Youth will receive transferable and industry-recognized credentials that will provide them for 
career opportunities. As a result, this is a means to increase their productive engagement in the 
workforce thereby increasing their self-sufficiency and reducing poverty. “We’re excited to be 
one of the few chosen in the Chicagoland area to provide an opportunity for growth to our youth.
This is a niche service that will set these participants a part through educational and financial 
understandings while fighting poverty,” said Program Director, Tonii Harris.

YouthBuild USA is a national program aimed to give low-income youth the chance to transform 
their lives and give back to their communities. This competitive federal grant receives over 2,000
applications annually but rewards 200 organizations. BFRC target population is comprised of 
low-income residents within the Cook County postal code 60411, which encompasses six 
villages. The aggregate population is 58,786 with 26.5 percent of the population living below 
poverty.

Since 1988, Bethel Family Resource Center (BFRC) (formally known as Bethel Community 
Facility) has been located in an empowerment zone of Chicago Heights, Ill. — a south suburban 
Cook County suburb, 30 miles east of Chicago. BFRC sits in the heart of the municipality, 
located on the lower east side in Chicago Heights, an economically depressed area. BFRC has 
successfully operated a workforce-training program for out-of-school youth ages 16-24. Some of
the benefits and outcomes include an increase in employment skills, employment options, job 
placement, and post-secondary education enrollment.
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